
Crime Workshop Committee Meeting 

Blue Baker, University Drive 

Saturday, March 5, 2016, 9:30 a.m. 

 

Present: Sharon Roe (Chair), Ramona Paetzold, Suzanne Hay 

Absent: Ann Kellett, Fidel Fernandez, Karen Riedel 

 

1. We reviewed last year’s workshop to focus on the strengths and weaknesses. Strengths: 

speakers (particularly Mary Ringo), food (many positive comments), general format with time 

for social interaction at end. Weaknesses: Interactive game during lunch was too difficult and 

precluded social interaction. Other considerations: Leaving enough time for bathroom breaks; 

lunch may have been too long. 

 

2. Goals for 2016 workshop: 

 a) Present a stellar workshop that will attract from places such as San Antonio and 

Houston (as last year’s did), and 

 b) Make money 

 

3. In Place: Date is set for Saturday, October 15, when there is no football game. The Southwood 

Community Center (large room) has been reserved ($75 down payment made and reimbursed to 

Sharon). The Board has approved expenses of $1500 thus far.  

 

4. We discussed themes and titles. Ramona presented ideas about having a crime workshop (our 

“signature” workshop, because crime attracts a large audience) based on science/forensics. We 

spent most of our time discussing possibilities for this. Research indicated that we have potential 

resources available to us that could be low cost and highly entertaining and informative. For 

example: 

 

 1) Rick Giardino, a forensic geologist from TAMU 

 2) A person from the Texas Forensic Science Commission who can talk about “forensic 

  odontology” and how it is not recognized as a legitimate science. There has been 

  a Texas conviction overturned as a result of this evidence (which is rare). This  

  person could also talk about other forms of  “junk” forensic science (there are 

  several); OR a person from the Innocence Project of Texas who could do  

  something similar (with a particular focus on what parts of “dog scent” evidence 

  is junk science, and how convictions have been overturned. 

 3) A police detective to talk about the procedural aspects of police investigation when a  

  serious crime has been committed (e.g., a murder). This could include crime 

  scene evidence as well as proper way to do line-ups, problems with eyewitnesses, 

  etc. 

 4) A forensic clinical psychologist to talk about psychopathology or other issues with  

  people who commit serious crimes. We’d be interested in someone who has done 

  research and, with luck, has worked as an expert on actual cases. Ramona’s  

  research reveals that the University of Houston has a program with several people 

  who fit this description. 

 5) A closing session with a True Crime writer to unite all of this. One possibility is  



  Kathryn Casey, who wrote Deliver Us: Three Decades of Murder and  

  Redemption in the Infamous I-45/Texas Killing Fields, among other Texas 

  true crime books. Another could be Corey Mitchell, from Schertz, TX. He 

  also writes true crime related to Texas. 

 

5. We prioritized these, based on the notion that we have time or only 4 speaker sessions. We 

decided that the forensic psychologist would be lowest priority because it didn’t “fit” as well 

with the Science of Crime theme. 

 

6. We agreed to invite Mary Ringo as a Keynote Speaker during the lunch period, where her 

focus would be on the paraphernalia associated with private investigation. In other words, we 

would want her to talk about her gadgetry and bring examples that she could do “show and tell” 

with. 

 

7. After the meeting, Suzanne suggested that “Crime Lab Workshop” might be a good title. 

 

8. We postponed advertising and PR issues for later, and we did not make any decisions on food 

at this meeting. However, given the comments about food last year, and given that Blue Baker 

threw in chips and cookies for free (Ramona has a contact with Blue Baker), it might make sense 

to use them again. There price was quite reasonable. 

 

9. We agreed that Ann, Karen, and Fidel would be particularly good at advertising, PR, and 

social promotion (reflecting their Board positions).   


