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Brazos Writers Board Meeting 
9:30 a.m. April 9, 2016 

Blue Baker on University 
 
In attendance were Ramona Paetzold, Sharon Roe, Greg Sparks, Karen Riedel and Ann 
Kellett. Absent were Susan Adams and Fidel Fernandez. 
 
Treasurer’s Report. For the month of March, Greg Sparks reported a beginning balance 
of $3,954.15. Income for the month was $259 in membership dues. Expenses were $75 to 
reserve the Southwood Community Center for the crime workshop in October. The 
ending balance for the month was $4,138.15. 
 
Discussion of social activities. Meetup has been a big success in increasing our visibility 
and promoting our events. It reaches local residents in ways that our volunteer board 
could not. 
 
In addition, the social events at Lupe Tortilla have been very successful, with more than 
20 attendees at the March event. Socials have been scheduled for the next six months, 
from 6 to 8:30 p.m. on the last Thursday of each month. The patio is reserved and will be 
used as long as the weather permits, and Fidel Fernandez will ensure that it is ready for 
us. 
 
Brazos Writers Friend Award. Dana Albrecht, who is in charge of social activities at 
the Southwood Community Center, will get the 2016 Brazos Writers Friend Award for 
her help in allowing us to keep meeting there. She said she would come to any meeting to 
receive the award. The board discussed presenting it at the holiday party in December so 
that she and a guest could enjoy the meal and socializing as well. The Community Center 
itself got the award last year, and received a plaque, which is now prominently displayed. 
As an individual recipient, Dana will receive an etched glass award for her desk. Karen 
Riedel will email the board a few examples of suitable awards to choose from, with a 
cost not to exceed $75, including the engraving, if possible.  
 
Venue for monthly meetings. The city will announce facility fee hikes at the end of 
April, with a focus on using facilities more exclusively for city-sponsored events. We 
will work with Dana to find out what impact this will have on our group after our 
contract ends in December. If we are unable to negotiate an agreement to stay at the 
Southwood Community Center for another year, we will explore other options. We now 
pay about $35 an hour, much less than at other venues, in a facility that is much better for 
our purposes. In the meantime, Sharon Roe will pay the balance owed to the center for 
the crime workshop, and get reimbursed. 
 
Arts Council. The board discussed sponsoring book signings by members at the Arts 
Council facility in College Station this spring and fall (but not too close to our crime 
workshop in October). As affiliates, we could use the space free of charge during certain 
hours, including from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturdays. We need to arrange this so that the 
Arts Council has plenty of time to publicize it along with their other events. Karen 
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Riedel will discuss dates with the Arts Council and Ramona Paetzold will ask an 
established author to invite other authors to participate. The board also discussed having 
book signings as part of First Fridays in Downtown Bryan, perhaps at the SEAD Gallery 
or in front of the Carnegie Library, as we have done in the past. 
 
Crime workshop. The workshop committee is a bit behind in planning and scheduling 
but will meet soon to get caught up. Scheduling a true crime author to speak has been 
difficult. The board discussed options such as a crime reporter or law enforcement officer 
who could speak on a specific case. Greg Sparks said he has a contact at the Bryan 
Police Department who could assist. 
 
Archival materials/planning for 30th anniversary next year. Ann Kellett has scanned 
all the yearbooks that the group had, and they can be found on the website at 
brazoswriters.wordpress.com. Ramona still has a few other newsletters and other 
documents, and Sharon and Ann will help her sort through them to identify former board 
members and presidents, and special events. The board will continue working on an 
anniversary celebration, probably in summer 2017.  
 
Other discussion. Ramona said that about 100 people who signed up for Brazos Writers 
on Meetup but did not pay dues have been dropped from the list. However, our paid 
membership has grown steadily and now stands at about 40, with 50 being the threshold 
at which Meetup.com charges more. We will continue to encourage membership.  
 
The group discussed acknowledging the 50th member at the holiday party and perhaps 
paying for his or her dues. We currently have over 50 members on Meetup because 
people continue to sign up for trial periods, particularly after our social events. 
 
The board discussed inviting members to sell books at the holiday party and give an 
“elevator pitch” about their work. 
 
The group discussed promoting the fact that monetary donations to Brazos Writers are 
tax deductible.  
 
The meeting concluded at about 11:45 a.m. 


